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THE APOCALYPSE OF WENCHUAN EARTH QUAKE—AN IMPACT AND
OPPORTUNITY TO THE RELATED GEOLOGICAL RESEARCH

Yao Yupeng
(Department of Earth Sciences, National Natural Science Foundation of China, Beijing 100085)

Abstract Earth quakes are among the most serious natural disasters. This paper states the basic facts of the geo-
logical research on the earth quakes. At present, scientists know well about the locations with strong earth quake
probabilities and can evaluate the probabilities on large temporal scale. However, it is still impossible to forecast
a specific earth quake event. The geological research on earth quakes has been supported by the National Natural
Science Foundation of China through its general projects, and this is strengthened in recent years. The research
on continental dynamics has also been listed in the priority areas of the department of earth sciences for more than
10 years. In the near future, we should focus on the collection and analysis of the data and information brought
in by the Wenchuan strong earth quake. In a long term, more investment should be input into the research on

continental dynamics and related disciplinary programs to foster the earth quake research.
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